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The Clock Strikes Six:
Kidush in the Seventh Hour
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Origin of Custom

The Talmud describes that when one comes home from the synagogue on Friday
evening, two angels accompany him, one good and the other one evil. If they enter the
home and see lit candles and a table set for the Shabbos meal, then the good angel
blesses the home to be the same the next Shabbos, and the evil angel is forced to agree
and respond amen. If they do not find the home properly set for Shabbos, then the evil
angel utters a curse that the next Shabbos should be the same, and the good angel is

forced to respond amen.!

Rishonim, such as R. Dovid Avudraham (13" century),? and the Maharil (1360-1427),

identify the angels as Tzadkiel and Samael, who are associated respectively with the
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